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WOKING  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Population,  &o.,  at  the  time  of  the  1901  Census. 


Inhabited 

Total 

Wards. 

Acres. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Station  and  Maybury 

771 

1516 

7850 

Village  and  Mayford 

2099 

316 

1696 

Sutton  and  Bridley 

3116 

215 

1065 

Knaphill  and  Brookwood 
St.  John’s  and  Goldsworth 

1583 

389 

3123 

1338 

371 

2510 

8907 

2807 

16244 

Parish  of  Horsell 

2919 

416 

2105 

Totals 

11826 

3223 

18349 

The  populations  of  the  following  Institutions  are  included 
in  the  above  table  : — 

Census  1901 


Brookwood  Asylum  ...  ...  1237 

Inkerman  Barracks  ...  ...  675 

May  ford  Schools  ...  ...  150 

St.  Peter’s  Home  ...  ...  105 

V ictoria  Cottage  Hospital ...  ...  17 


The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  (excluding  the 
large  Institutions)  was  five,  the  same  as  the  average  for  the  whole 
county. 

At  the  time  of  the  Census  of  1891,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  in  Woking  was  1586,  and  the  total  population  9,786  ;  and 
the  figures  for  Horsell  were  inhabited  houses  207,  population  1011. 


WOKING  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


JUtmtciC  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Woking  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District 
during  1908. 


Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  include  those  for  Horsell  Parish, 
which  was  amalgamated  with  the  Woking  Urban  District  on 
October  1st,  1907. 

The  population  of  the  district  (exclusive  of  that  of  Brook- 
wood  Asylum  and  Inkerman  Barracks)  may  be  estimated  to  have 
been  about  21,750  at  the  middle  of  1908.  If  the  populations  of 
the  Asylum  and  the  Barracks  are  included,  the  total  becomes 
about  23,750. 

The  number  of  new  houses  occupied,  as  shewn  by  the 
“Water  Certificates”  granted  during  the  year,  was  75.  The 


numbers  in  previous  years 

were  as  follows 

1901. 

Number  of 

water  certificates 

granted 

107 

1902. 

55 

110 

1903. 

9  ) 

55 

126 

1904. 

55 

192 

1905. 

V 

55 

149 

1906. 

U 

5' 

169 

1907. 

>> 

5) 

115 

4 


The  new  houses  occupied  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Station  and  Maybury  Ward 

40 

St.  John’s  and  Goldsworth  Ward  ... 

9 

Knaphill  and  Breokwood  Ward  ... 

2 

Village  and  May  ford  Ward . 

13 

Sutton  and  Bridley  Ward  ... 

4 

Horsell 

7 

Total  . 

75 

The  division  of  the  Station  and  Maybury  Ward  into  three 
Wards  viz.  :  Ghertsey  Road  Ward,  Golds  worth  Ward,  and  Maybury 
and  Mount  Hermon  Ward,  came  into  force  on  April  1st. 

The  population  of  the  different  Wards,  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  the  year,  are  given  in  Table  II. 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  7.e.,  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  was  last  year  370,  as  against  325  the  previous 
year. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  birth  rate  for  1908  was  26*6  per  1,000  population, 
which  is  much  lower  than  that  of  any  previous  year  except  1902, 
and  is  below  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years,  viz.  :  29 *2  per 
1,000. 


The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was  26'5  per 
1,000  population. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  Woking  was  579 
against  527  the  previous  year.  They  were  distributed  as  follows:— 

Births.  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


Station  Ward  298  ...  27*4 

Village  Ward  44  ...  20*7 

Sutton  Ward  23  ...  18  2 

St.  John’s  Ward  57  ...  26T 

Knaphill  Ward  83  ...  34  8 

Horsell  74  ...  25*0 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  in 
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Knaphill  Ward  was  much  higher  than  in  the  other  Wards  as  was 
also  the  case  last  year. 

Death  Rate. 

There  were  336  deaths  registered  in  the  district.  Of  these 
however  159  were  deaths  of  non-residents  in  Public  Institutions 
in  the  district.  Thirty-two  deaths'  of  Woking  residents  occurred 
in  Institutions  beyond  the  district,  so  that  the  number  of  nett 
deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  209,  which  gives  the  low 
death-rate  of  9*6  per  1,000  population,  as  against  10*9  the  previous 
year,  and  an  average  of  12*1  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was  14*7  per  1,000 
population. 

The  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death  are  set  forth  in  detail  in 
Table  IV.,  which  also  gives  the  distribution  among  the  different 
Wards. 


The  death-rates  for  the  various  Wards  work  out  as  follows: — 

Per  1,000  Population. 

Station  Ward 

•  •  • 

10-2 

Village  Ward 

•  •  • 

9  4 

Sutton  Ward 

•  .  • 

6*3 

St.  John’s  Ward... 

•  •  • 

5*0 

Knaphill  Ward  ... 

•  •  • 

13*4 

Horsell 

•  •  • 

8*8 

Conclusions  as  to  the  comparative  healthiness  of  the  Wards 
should  not  however  be  hastily  drawn  from  these  death-rates,  as  the 
statistics  for  small  localities  during  short  periods  are  unreliable. 
For  instance,  the  St.  John’s  Ward  death-rate  which  was  only  5*0 
last  year,  was  16*8  per  1,000  in  1907.  Corrections  also  require  to 
be  first  made  for  the  differences  in  the  “  age  and  sex  distribution  ” 
of  the  population  in  the  localities. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Forty-two  deaths  of  infants  were  registered  in  the  district 
as  against  45  the  previous  year,  and  59  in  1906.  Distributed 
among  the  579  births  this  gave  the  low  rate  of  72  per  1,000  births 
registered,  as  against  an  average  of  106  for  the  previous  10  years. 

B 
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The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  121  per  1,000  births  as 
against  118  in  1907. 

The  rate  for  76  large  towns  was  128  per  1,000  births  as 
against  127  in  1907. 

The  rate  for  142  smaller  towns  was  124  per  1,000  births  as 
against  122  in  1907. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  less  218  towns  was  110 
per  1,000  births  as  against  106  in  1907. 

The  decrease  as  compared  with  previous  years  is  probably 
to  be  ascribed  chiefly  to  weather  conditions,  especially  to  the 
absence  of  long  periods  of  hot  dry  weather  in  the  summer  months. 
It  has  been  proved  that  such  weather  by  favouring  the  formation 
of  dust  and  rendering  less  frequent  the  cleansing  of  yard  surfaces 
and  drains  by  rain,  leads  to  the  pollution  of  food  supplies  and 
especially  of  milk,  the  result  of  which  is  an  increase  in  the 
infantile  mortality  from  diarrhceal  diseases. 

The  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  of  infants  under  one  year 
are  set  out  in  Table  V. 

The  rates  for  the  various  Wards  were  as  follows 


Per  1,000  Births  : 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Station  Ward 

150 

85 

100 

Village  Ward 

85 

51 

113 

Sutton  Ward 

69 

0 

43 

St.  John’s  Ward 

41 

155 

18 

Knaphill  Ward 

65 

95 

60 

Horsell  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

54 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  in  the  Station  Ward  was  this 
year  much  below  the  general  English  rate,  whilst  that  for  the 
St.  John’s  Ward,  which  was  very  high  the  previous  year,  was 
remarkably  low  last  year. 

A  study  of  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  shews  that  last  year  there  were  eleven  deaths  from  diarrhoea! 
diseases  as  against  six  the  previous  year,  and  19  in  1906,  and 
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eleven  from  wasting  diseases  as  against  19  and  12  in  the  previous 
years. 


The  question  of  the  appointment  of  a  trained  nurse  or  lady 
health  visitor  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  infantile  mortality  was 
again  considered  during  the  year,  but  as  the  death  rate  was 
considerably  lower  in  1907,  and  remained  low  during  the  first  half 
of  1908,  the  Committee  decided  to  take  no  steps  in  the  matter  at 
present,  but  to  rely  on  the  distribution  of  the  cards  of  advice  as  to 
the  feeding  of  infants  which  had  for  some  years  been  issued  by 
the  County  Council.  Some  of  these  were  sent  out  to  the  various 
midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

The  question  of  the  adoption  by  the  Council  of  the  Notifi¬ 
cation  of  Births  Act  1907,  which  hinged  upon  the  appointment  of 
a  nurse,  was  therefore  also  postponed. 

Zymotic  or  Epidemic  Death  Rate. 

Ten  deaths  were  registered  from  the  common  infectious 
diseases,  viz.  :  one  from  Scarlet  Fever,  five  from  Diphtheria,  and 
four  from  Whooping  Cough.  As,  however,  the  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  (13)  are  included  in  this  rate,  the  total  deaths  registered 
from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  were  23,  giving  a  rate 
of  1*57  per  1,000  population,  as  against  *92  in  1907  and  1*27  in 
1906. 


The  England  and  Wales  rate  was  1*29  per  1,000. 

The  chief  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1908  were  as  follows  : — 


Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 


Epidemic 
Death  Rate 


Infantile 


1. 

per  1,000  Population. 

-J  Mortality  per 
1,000  Births 

England  and  Wales 

76  Great  Towns 

26  5 

14-7 

129 

121 

270 

14-9 

1-59 

128 

142  Smaller  Towns 

260 

14-0 

1-26 

124 

England  and  Wales 
(less  218  towns) 

26  2 

147 

•99 

110 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  of  the  Lungs. 

Twenty-four  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  as 
against  18  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  15  for  the  previous 
nine  years. 


Cancer. 


Twelve  deaths  occurred  against  13  the  previous  year,  and 
an  average  of  15  for  the  previous  eight  years. 


Prevalence  and  Distribution  of  Infectious 

Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  and  removed  to  Hospital 
from  the  various  Wards  are  given  in  Table  III. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  was  99.  Of 
these  five  were  cases  of  Erysipelas  from  the  Asylum. 

The  numbers  and  zymotic  case  rates  (7.e.,  the  number 
notified  per  1,000  population)  for  previous  years  were  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Number  of  Notifications. 

Zymotic  case 

1899 

115 

8-6 

1900 

98 

7-0 

1901 

161 

111 

1902 

85 

5'6 

1903 

127 

79 

1904 

117 

69 

1905 

112 

64 

1906 

90 

4-4 

1907 

121 

6-5 

1908 

99 

4-5 

The  number  of  notifications  last  year  was  the  lowest  in 
proportion  to  the  population  (except  1906)  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  proportion  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Diphtheria 
removed  to  Hospital  works  out  at  84  per  cent. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  IV.  that  there  was  one  death 
from  Scarlet  Fever  and  five  from  Diphtheria  ;  all  but  one  of  the 
deaths  having  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Included  in  the  99  cases  notified  are  no  less  than  16  cases 
of  Erysipelas,  five  of  which  occurred  at  the  Asylum. 

A  considerable  number  of  specimens  from  suspicious  cases 
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of  Diphtheria  have  been  sent  to  me  by  medical  men  for  examina¬ 
tion.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  bacteriological  examinations  are 
of  great  assistance  in  arresting  the  spread  of  disease.  The  taking 
of  swabs  is  especially  useful  when  the  naked  eye  signs  of 
Diphtheria  have  either  not  had  time  to  develop  or  have  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  also  in  cases  of  apparently  ordinary  tonsilitis  in 
those  who  have  been  exposed  to  infection. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  such  a  mild 
character  that  diagnosis  was  difficult,  and  I  was  called  in  consulta¬ 
tion  by  medical  men  in  numerous  instances.  A  great  many 
children  reported  by  the  Head  Teachers  as  having  suspicious 
rashes  were  also  visited  by  me  at  their  homes,  and  several  swabs 
taken  at  school  from  children  who  had  suspicious  looking  throats. 
Additional  visits  were  also  paid  where  necessary  to  houses  in 
which  cases  had  recently  occurred. 


Diphtheria . 

Nineteen  cases  were  notified  and  all  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  Eight  occurred  in  the  Station  Ward,  three  in  St.  John’s 
Ward,  six  in  Knaphill  Ward,  and  two  at  Horsell.  With  a  few 
exceptions  the  cases  were  mild  in  character. 

Of  the  six  Knaphill  and  Brookwood  cases,  four  occurred  in 
an  isolated  cottage  near  Brookwood.  Two  mild  cases  had  pre¬ 
viously  occurred  in  the  house,  but  no  doctor  was  called  in  until  a 
young  child,  who  subsequently  died,  became  very  ill.  The 
children  attended  Knaphill  School  and  probably  contracted  the 
disease  there.  The  two  remaining  cases  occurred  in  one  house, 
into  which  the  infection  was  introduced  from  outside  the  district. 

Two  children  from  one  family  were  admitted  within  ten 
days  of  each  other  from  a  cottage  near  the  gipsy  encampment  in 
Horsell.  Both,  strange  to  say,  were  cases  of  Laryngeal  Diphtheria, 
which  required  tracheotomy  on  admission  to  Hospital. 

There  is  nothing  to  note  about  the  other  cases,  in  two  of 
which  the  infection  was  introduced  from  beyond  the  district.  No 
cases  were  notified  between  April  and  August. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Sixty-two  cases  in  all  were  notified.  Fifty  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  Thirty-five  cases  occurred  in  the  Station  Ward,  17  in 
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Horsell,  seven  in  St,  John’s  and  Goldsworth  Ward,  two  in  Knap- 
hill  and  Brookwood  Ward,  and  one  in  Sutton  and  Bridley  Ward. 

Sixteen  of  the  cases  occurred  among  children  attending  the 
Monument  Hill  School,  but  as  they  resided  for  the  most  part  in 
two  roads,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  to  what  extent  the  spread  of 
infection  was  due  to  attendance  at  school.  A  considerable 
improvement  has  been  made  by  the  construction  of  a  good  foot¬ 
path  near  the  school. 

Eight  cases  occurred  among  the  children  attending  Maybury 
School,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  disease  found  an  entrance 
into  the  school  last  year.  Four  of  these  occurred  in  one  house, 
the  first  case  having  been  mistaken  for  German  Measles. 

Six  cases  occurred  in  two  cottages  on  the  boundary  of 
Chobham,  and  were  probably  due  to  attendance  at  Chobham 
School. 

Nineteen  cases  occurred  in  the  Goldsworth  and  Horsell 
School  areas.  These  areas  unfortunately  overlap,  and  the  spread 
of  the  disease  from  one  to  the  other  is  probably  due  to  this  fact. 
In  one  house  the  child’s  parents  were  anxious  to  keep  it  at  home, 
but  after  a  fortnight  the  mother  and  the  two  children  had  to  be 
removed  to  Hospital.  Some  of  the  Horsell  cases  (as  well  as  two 
of  the  Diphtheria  cases)  occurred  in  children  in  the  habit  of 
playing  near  the  gipsy  encampment  in  Well  Lane.  A  pond  on 
the  Common  had  become  insanitary  from  the  practice  of  the 
gipsies  and  others  throwing  refuse  into  it.  With  the  consent  of 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  this  pond  is  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Surveyor 
with  surplus  earth  from  the  drainage  excavations. 

In  one  instance  a  second  case  in  the  same  house  occurred 
after  an  interval  of  twelve  months,  and  in  another  after  six  months. 

The  remaining  cases  call  for  no  special  comment. 

None  of  the  cases  were  connected  with  any  particular  milk 
supply,  and  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  school  on 
account  of  the  disease. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Not  a  single  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  which  is  an 
excellent  record. 
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Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  both  of  which  were  fatal.  No 
cause  could  be  ascribed  other  than  difficult  labour. 

Phthisis. 

From  the  1st  January,  1909,  all  cases  of  this  disease  occurr¬ 
ing  in  the  practice  of  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  have  to  be 
notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A  circular  is  expected 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  dealing  with  the  steps  that 
should  be  taken  on  receipt  of  the  notification. 

Anthrax . 

A  case  in  a  bullock  occurred  in  the  Sutton  and  Bridley 
Ward.  The  carcase  was  cremated,  and  all  necessary  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  man. 

The  Local  Government  Board  suggested  that  circulars 
dealing  with  Anthrax  and  Glanders  should  be  distributed  among 
the  butchers  in  the  district,  and  this  was  accordingly  done. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


GUILDFORD,  GODALMING  AND  WOKING  JOINT 

HOSPITAL  BOARD. 


182  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  from  the  whole  of  the  Board’s  district.  The  cases  were  as 
follows:  — 


i.  VII  V  VY  u  * 

Total 

Scarlet 

Admissions. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Deaths. 

Guildford  Rural 

59 

45 

14 

3  Diph. 

1  S.  Fever 

Guildford  Borough 

45 

27 

18 

2  Diph. 

1  S.  Fever 

Godaiming 

...  9 

0 

9 

1  Diph. 

Woking 

69 

50 

19 

4  Diph. 

o 

2  S.  Fever 

182 

122 

60 

14 

12 


Two  of  the  cases  admitted  were  suffering  from  both  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


The  number  of  cases  admitted  and  the  deaths  that  occurred 
during  the  seven  previous  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet. 

Diph¬ 

Scarlet 

Diph¬ 

Cases.  Fever. 

theria. 

Typhoid. 

Deaths, 

Fever. 

theria. 

Typhoid 

1901  293 

128 

156 

9 

27 

2 

24 

1 

1902  190 

98 

85 

7 

6 

0 

5 

1 

1903  161 

107 

52 

2 

8 

2 

5 

1 

1904  154 

93 

58 

3 

4 

1 

3 

0 

1905  135 

96 

39 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1906  172 

125 

46 

1 

5 

4 

1 

0 

1907  151 

92 

57 

2 

9 

2 

6 

1 

The  admissions  in  the  several  months  were  as 

follows 

Admissions.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheiia. 

Deaths. 

January 

10 

6 

4 

2 

February 

27 

22 

5 

0 

March 

18 

15 

3 

1 

April 

3 

1 

2 

1 

May 

13 

10 

3 

0 

June 

8 

7 

1 

1 

July 

17 

11 

6 

0 

August 

13 

8 

5 

2 

September 

30 

21 

9 

3 

October 

11 

4 

7 

1 

November 

11 

4 

7 

1 

December 

21 

13 

8 

2 

The  operation  of  Tracheotomy  was  necessary  in  the  case  of 
the  following  children  suffering  from  Laryngeal  Diphtheria: — 

(1)  A  boy,  aged  4,  from  Woking  admitted  in  a  critical 

condition  on  March  2nd.  The  urgent  symptoms 
were  relieved,  and  the  child  completely  recovered. 

(2)  The  above  child’s  sister,  aged  2,  admitted  on  March 

12th.  The  immediate  symptons  were  relieved,  but 
the  child  died  from  Secondary  Hemorrhage  six 
days  later. 

(3)  A  child,  aged  5,  from  Godaiming  admitted  in  a  critical 

condition  on  July  21st.  She  made  a  complete 
recovery. 
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(4)  A  child,  aged  2,  from  Woking  admitted  September 

2nd.  The  difficulty  of  breathing  was  immediately 
relieved  by  the  operation,  but  the  membrane  sub¬ 
sequently  extended  downwards  with  the  result  that 
the  child  died  two  days  later. 

(5)  A  child,  aged  5,  from  Guildford  admitted  October 

31st.  She  made  a  complete  recovery. 

(6)  A  child,  aged  3,  from  Godaiming  admitted  December 

24th.  She  also  made  a  complete  recovery. 


Seven  so-called  “  Return  cases,”  i.e.9  cases  admitted  from 
households  to  which  patients  had  returned  from  Hospital  within 
the  preceding  month,  occurred  during  the  year.  All  but  one 
(No.  6,  a  case  of  Diphtheria)  were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There 
were  no  cases  of  one  disease  admitted  following  the  discharge  of 
patients  suffering  from  another. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases  : — 


Length  of 

Interval  between 
discharge  and 

detention  of 

admission  of 

Infecting  case. 

Return  case. 

1 

74  days 

7  days 

2 

55  „ 

12  „ 

3 

51  „ 

12  „ 

4 

42  „ 

12  „ 

5 

117  „ 

18  „ 

6 

37  „  (Diph.)  10  „ 

7 

57  „ 

9  „ 

Probable  cause. 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
Recurrent  nasal  discharge 
Recurrent  sore  throat 
Very  obscure,  as  first  case  was 
very  mild  and  never  peeled 
Recurrent  nasal  discharge 
Recurrent  nasal  discharge 
Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 


The  number  of  Return  cases  was  larger  than  usual  last  year, 
and  no  less  than  four  of  the  cases  were  from  Ripley.  It  will  be 
seen  that  length  of  detention  is  no  guarantee  against  the  occurrence 
of  these  cases,  as  one  child  was  in  hospital  nearly  19  weeks. 
Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  probably  act  as  a  cause,  because 
those  afflicted  with  them  are  much  more  liable  to  contract  colds 
and  sore  throats,  which  attacks  tend  to  keep  the  infection  alive. 
Another  probable  cause  is  that  the  children  from  poorer  homes — 
although  in  perfect  condition  on  leaving  the  Hospital — soon  relapse 
on  going  home  owing  to  poor  food  and  want  of  care,  and  develope 
colds  which  light  up  any  traces  of  infection  that  might  be  left  in 
the  air  passages. 
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The  occurrence  of  some  of  the  cases  is  no  doubt  simply  a 
matter  of  coincidence,  as  is  suggested  by  the  following  instance : — 

A  child  was  admitted  from  Guildford,  on  September  30th, 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  was  discharged  on 
December  24th.  Four  days,  however,  before  she  left  the 
Hospital  another  child  was  notified  and  removed  from  the 
same  house.  No  cases  had  been  reported  in  the  interval 
from  the  house  or  neighbourhood. 

The  following  amended  notice  was  authorised  by  the 
Committee,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  be  substituted  for  the  one 
now  in  use  on  the  discharge  of  patients.  Similar  forms  are  in  use 
in  the  Metropolitan  and  other  Hospitals  : — 

NOTICE. 

TO  PARENTS,  GUARDIANS  AND  OTHERS. 

Although  every  care  is  exercised  to  ensure  that  patients 
are  free  from  infection  before  leaving  the  Hospital,  it  is 
impossible  to  guarantee  this.  Whenever  practicable  the 
child  should  be  sent  to  a  house  where  there  are  no 
children,  but  when  this  cannot  be  done,  care  should  be 
taken  for  at  least  three  weeks  that  the  child  does  not  kiss 
or  come  into  close  contact  with  anyone,  and  it  should  on 
no  account  be  allowed  to  sleep  with  others,  especially  in 
the  same  bed.  The  child  should  be  taken  into  the  fresh 
air  as  much  as  possible,  but  must  not  be  sent  to  school  or 
into  any  other  assembly  of  children.  It  is  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  during  this  period  the  articles  used  by  the 
child  (such  as  handkerchiefs,  towels,  toys,  cup,  plate, 
spoon,  &c.)  should  be  kept  distinct  from  those  used  by 
others. 

The  above  precautions  are  specially  important  in  the 
case  of  those  patients  who  suffer  from  discharge  from 
the  nose  or  ears. 

Nine  patients  were  found  on  admission  not  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease  for  which  they  were  sent  in.  Five  of  these  were 
sent  in  as  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  were  found  to  have  only  simple 
Tonsilitis.  As  facilities  are  provided  by  each  of  the  Authorities 
constituting  the  Board  for  the  examination  of  swabs  from 
suspicious  cases  of  Diphtheria,  there  is  not  much  excuse  for 
sending  in  what  is  supposed  might  be  a  mild  case  of  Diphtheria. 
In  severe  cases,  as  a  rule,  the  diagnosis  is  not  difficult  and  the 
taking  of  a  swab  only  means  loss  of  valuable  time,  at  any  rate, 


15 


unless  antitoxin  is  at  once  administered.  Mild  cases,  however,  do 
not  require  antitoxin,  and  no  harm  is  likely  to  be  done  by  the 
delay  involved  in  taking  and  examining  a  swab,  whilst  much 
trouble  and  expense  might  thereby  be  saved,  not  to  mention  the 
risk  to  the  patient  of  contracting  the  disease  in  the  Hospital. 

Of  the  four  cases  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever  one  had  German 
Measles,  and  the  three  others  various  forms  of  Erythema, 


Water  Supply. 

A  constant  supply  has  been  furnished  by  the  Woking  Water 
Company  during  the  year,  and  no  complaints  were  received  of  any 
discoloration  or  turbidity  of  the  water. 


No  analyses  on  behalf  of  the  Council  were  made  during  the 
year,  but  it  is  understood  that  during  the  summer  months  prac¬ 
tically  the  whole  of  the  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  the 
well  on  the  Company’s  works  at  Chertsey,  and  that  during  the 
winter  months  a  portion  of  the  supply  is  from  that  source,  and 
the  remainder  from  the  Company’s  chalk  wells  at  Clandon, 
Horsley  and  Guildford.  No  water  has  yet  been  taken  from  the 
River  Thames  by  the  Company. 

One  sample  was  taken  for  analysis  from  a  shallow  well  in 
the  district  for  which  a  water  certificate  was  required,  but  this 
was  unsatisfactory. 

Seventy-five  new  houses  were  certified  as  having  an 
available  supply  of  wholesome  water,  in  accordance  with  Sec.  6  of 
the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  1878,  which  Section  is  in  force  in 
the  district.  In  all  cases  the  water  supply  was  from  the 
Company’s  mains. 

Fourteen  dwellings  previously  supplied  from  wells  were 
connected  with  the  mains  during  1908. 


The  Water  Company  made  the  following  extensions  during 
the  year  : — 


Bridley  ... 

^  •••  ••• 
Church  Street 

Oriental  Crescent  ... 
The  Rise,  Goldsworth 


d  W  W 


1,536  yards. 
1,113 
106 
88 
59 


V 


n 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

This  section  has  again  been  contributed  by  the  Surveyor, 

Mr.  G.  J.  Wooldridge,  C.E. 

On  August  26th,  1908,  the  Council  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  &  Co.  (£10,937  8s.  Od.)  for  the  drainage  of  the 
Urban  portion  of  the  Parish  of  Horsell. 

The  work  was  commenced  on  the  12th  September,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  two  miles  of  sewers  on  the  gravitation  area 
had  been  completed  and  taken  over. 

The  owners  of  property  immediately  took  advantage  of  the 
new  sewers  by  connecting  their  property  therewith. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  very  few  houses  upon 
the  Wheatsheaf  Estate  which  had  not  been  connected. 

On  December  3 1st,  60  houses  had  been  connected  with  the 
new  sewers. 

During  the  year  841  yards  of  new  sewers  were  constructed. 
The  most  important  extension  bping  along  Park  Road,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  drainage  of  the  new  building  estate  between 
Heathside  Park  and  Maybury  Hill. 

In  March,  the  Mayford  Industrial  Schools  were  connected 
with  the  public  sewers.  This  has  not  only  added  considerably  to 
the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  Outfall  Works,  but  to 
the  cost,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  the 
Institution  has  to  be  pumped  three  times. 

The  number  of  connections  made  with  the  sewers  was  27 
for  the  drainage  of  47  houses,  exclusive  of  the  Mayford  Industrial 
School  and  the  L.  &  S.  W.  Orphanage  at  Maybury  Common. 


Chertsey  Road  Ward 
Goldsworth  Ward 

Maybury  and  Mount  Hermon  Ward 
Village  and  Mayford  Ward  ... 

St.  John’s  Ward 

ICnaphill  and  Brookwood  Ward 


2 

9 

12 

13 

9 

2 


47 
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The  cost  of  emptying  cesspools  and  pail  closets  in  the 
Parish  of  Horsell  during  the  year  amounted  to  nearly  £1,000. 


Building  Bye-laws. 

During  the  year  plans  were  submitted  for  the  erection  of  81 
houses  and  59  miscellaneous  buildings. 


The  total  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  was 
only  45,  which  is  far  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 


Houses 

Stables,  Additions  and 

Public 

Plans 

other  Buildings 

Buildings 

Roads 

Year. 

Approved. 

Erected. 

Approved. 

Erected, 

Erected. 

Constructed. 

1898 

129 

82 

42 

37 

3 

3 

1899 

141 

100 

47 

44 

1 

1900 

108 

86 

22 

21 

1 

1901 

207 

114 

54 

42 

4 

4 

1902 

126 

17 

1903 

220 

140 

30 

29 

4 

1904 

164 

185 

35 

25 

1 

1 

1905 

162 

227 

37 

36 

1 

1 

1906 

151 

154 

45 

40 

6 

1907 

129 

139 

38 

38 

3 

1 

1908 

81 

45 

59 

50 

3 

The  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  various  Wards  during 

the  year  was  as  under  : — 


Chertsey  Road  Ward  ...  ...  5 

Goldsworth  Ward  ...  ...  ...  6 

May  bury  and  Mount  Hermon  Ward  ...  6 

Village  Ward  ...  ...  ...  10 

St.  John’s  Ward  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sutton  and  Bridley  Ward  ...  ...  3 

Knaphill  and  Brook  wood  Ward  ...  1 

Horsell  North  Ward  ...  ...  1 

Horsell  South  Ward  ...  ...  7 


45 


Scavenging. 

Prior  to  the  1st  of  June,  the  collection  of  house  refuse  in 
the  Urban  portion  of  Horsell  was  fortnightly,  it  is  now  carried  out 
weekly. 
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Summary  of  other  proceedings  and  applications 

of  the  Sanitary  Acts. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  now  registered  26  cowkeepers,  17  dairymen,  and 
30  purveyors  of  milk.  The  premises  occupied  by  them  are 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  in  the  case  of 
cowkeepers  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  as  well,  who  takes  note 
of  the  general  condition  of  the  cows,  including  their  cleanliness, 
in  addition  to  examining  them  for  signs  of  Tuberculosis.  He 
also  notes  the  state  of  the  surroundings  of  the  cowshed,  especially 
the  farm  yards. 

A  new  regulation  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  replacing  one  previously  in  force  was  adopted  in 
August.  The  effect  is  that  in  addition  to  requiring  the  udder  and 
teats  of  cows  to  be  clean  at  the  time  of  milking,  the  hindquarters 
and  tail  must  be  clean  also.  An  additional  clause  is  inserted 
requiring  the  cows  to  be  kept  in  a  reasonably  clean  and  whole¬ 
some  condition,  so  as  to  prevent  the  infection  or  contamination  of 
the  milk  as  far  as  possible.  This  regulation  appears  to  be  more 
necessary  than  ever  now  that  it  has  been  found  that  Tubercle 
bacilli  are  present  in  great  numbers  in  the  droppings  of  cows 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Two  Horsell  farms  were  reported  by  me  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  as  having  the  yards  adjoining  the  cowsheds  in  an 
insanitary  state.  One  has  since  been  remedied  by  filling  up  with 
chalk,  but  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  other,  which  is  the  one 
reported  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  as  being  unsuitable  for  use 
as  a  dairy  farm.  It  appears  anomalous  that  the  regulations 
allowed  to  be  made  under  the  Dairies  Order  only  deal  with  the 
interior  of  the  cowsheds,  and  take  no  account  of  the  immediate 
surroundings,  the  condition  of  which  may  nullify  any  attempt  to 
bring  the  interior  into  a  sanitary  state.  On  this  account  I  sug¬ 
gested  to  the  Committee  that  the  Council  should  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  include  in  the  promised  Pure 
Milk  Bill  provisions  dealing  with  the  condition  of  the  yards  in 
dairy  farms. 

One  cowshed  was  greatly  improved  by  having  an  entirely 
new  floor  and  new  drainage,  as  well  as  the  provision  of  a  separate 
shed  for  washing  and  storing  vessels.  Two  new  cowsheds  were 


19 


built  during  the  year,  one  of  them  in  a  very  up-to-date  manner. 
The  suggestions  adopted  by  the  Council  last  year  have  proved  very 
useful,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  owners 
to  follow  them  in  respect  of  the  planning,  although  the  materials 
for  the  floors  are  not  always  of  the  best  quality. 

Two  new  dairymen  also  applied  for  registration,  which  was 
granted  after  certain  requirements  were  carried  out. 

The  London  County  Council  have  recently  obtained  powers 
to  send  their  Medical  and  Veterinary  officers  to  any  farm  supply¬ 
ing  milk  to  London,  with  a  right  to  examine  the  cows  for  tubercu¬ 
losis,  and  to  exclude  any  milk  they  may  consider  to  be  infected. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Wild,  M.R.C.V.S.,  continued  his  quarterly 
inspections  of  the  milking  cows  in  the  district,  and  submitted  four 
reports  during  the  year. 

In  the  first  he  reported  having  examined  340  cows  (241  in 
Woking  and  99  in  Horsell),  but  could  detect  no  case  either  of 
generalised  Tuberculosis  or  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder.  Of  the 
cows  in  milk  only  six  shewed  any  sign  of  disease.  Four  of  these 
were  cases  of  loss  of  one  milking  quarter,  the  result  of  a  previous 
catarrhal  mastitis.  One  was  a  case  of  sore  teats,  apparently  due 
to  injury,  and  one  a  case  of  injury  to  the  side  of  the  chest.  Two 
suspicious  cases  reported  upon  previously  had  been  kept  under 
observation,  and  surprise  visits  paid  to  see  that  the  milk  was  not 
being  used  for  human  food.  The  cows  on  three  farms  were  kept 
in  a  dirty  condition. 

In  the  second  report  Mr.  Wild  stated  he  had  examined  348 
cows  on  26  farms,  and  again  found  no  evidence  of  tubercular 
disease  of  the  udder  or  of  generalised  Tuberculosis.  One  cow  was 
found  to  be  passing  a  considerable  amount  of  bloody  milk  in  two 
quarters.  This  cow  was  at  once  removed  from  the  milking  shed, 
and  subsequent  visits  paid  to  the  farm  to  see  that  the  milk  was 
still  excluded.  Very  few  fresh  cases  of  udder  trouble  were 
noticed  this  quarter,  and  the  cows  being  at  this  time  of  the  year 
mostly  out  of  doors  were  clean.  Mr.  Wild  considered  that  the 
cows  as  a  whole  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  both  as  regards 
cleanliness,  general  condition,  and  freedom  from  infectious 
disease. 

In  the  report  for  the  third  quarter,  Mr.  Wild  stated  that  he 
had  examined  337  cows  which  were  free  from  Tubercular  disease 
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of  the  udder,  and  from  generalised  Tuberculosis.  As  the  cows 
were  still  out  at  grass,  he  had  no  complaints  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  animals.  He  found  about  the 
usual  number  of  cows  with  lost  quarters  and  other  abnormalities. 
Mr.  Wild  took  exception  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  two  farms  in 
Horsell.  In  one  case  the  yard  was  being  filled  up,  but  nothing 
had  been  done  in  the  other.  He  considered  that  the  milk  on  this 
farm  was  not  produced  under  proper  sanitary  conditions.  The 
cows  also  on  this  farm  were  in  poor  condition.  With  this 
exception  the  cows  in  the  district  were  in  good  condition. 


In  the  report  for  the  last  quarter,  331  cows  were  reported 
as  having  been  examined  on  26  farms,  but  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
found.  About  5  per  cent,  of  the  animals  had  diseases  or  defects 
in  the  udder.  The  cows  on  one  farm  were  not  kept  in  a  cleanly 
condition.  A  cow  on  another  farm  was  giving  curdy  milk  as  a 
result  of  catarrh  of  the  udder  ;  this  was  directed  to  be  thrown 
away.  One  cow  was  found  to  have  two  lost  quarters  ;  the  owner 
agreed  not  to  use  the  milk  for  dairy  purposes.  Several  cows 
previously  reported  as  having  diseased  udders  had  now  been 
fatted  and  sold  to  the  butcher.  The  cows  as  a  whole  were  in  a 
fair  condition  of  cleanliness,  although  in  some  cases  great  trouble 
had  been  experienced  owing  to  the  muddy  condition  of  the  yards 
after  the  snow. 


Factory  and  Workshop’s  Act,  1901. 

1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories  •  •  •  *  •  •  ••  ••  » < 

2 

1 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops.. 

194 

4 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Total  • «  ••  ••  ••  •• 

196 

5 
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2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Number  c 

Found. 

>f  Defects. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  . .  . .  . 

65 

63 

Want  of  ventilation. . 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

17 

17 

Sanitary  accommodation — Insufficient  . . 

1 

1  otcll  »•  ••  •  •  ••  •  • 

84 

81 

3. — Other  Matters. 


Class, 

Number. 

Homework — Outworkers’  Lists  (s.  107)  : — 

Lists  received  . . 

Workmen 

1 

4 

Addresses  of  Outworkers 

Received  from  other  Councils 

4 

Notices  served  on  Occupiers  as  to  keeping  or  send¬ 
ing  lists 

10 

Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises  . . 

7 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of 
of  the  year  : — 

Workshops  .. 

Bakehouses  . 

110 

33 

143 

One  bakehouse  to  which  we  had  taken  exception  was  pulled 
down,  and  before  reconstruction  a  plan  was  submitted  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  our  sanitary  requirements  were  provided  for, 
as  well  as  the  requirements  of  the  building  byelaws.  It  would  be 
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very  desirable  when  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Surveyor  for  the 
construction  of  bakehouses,  dairies,  workshops,  &c.,  that  they 
should  also  before  they  are  dealt  with  by  the  Committee,  be 
submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  order  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  whether  there  is  anything  objection¬ 
able  in  them  from  a  Sanitary  point  of  view,  even  when  they 
conform  to  the  Building  Byelaws. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Four  cottages  at  Prey  Heath,  Kingfield,  Shackleford,  and 
Horsell  were  reported  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  the 
first  three  under  the  1890  Act,  and  the  last  under  the  1903  Act  as 
it  was  not  reasonably  capable  of  being  made  fit.  The  first  was 
made  habitable,  and  the  others  were  closed  by  the  owners  as  being 
not  worth  repairing. 

A  large  number  of  house  to  house  inspections  were  carried 
out  by  the  Inspector  during  the  year — no  less  than  3,816  premises 
having  been  inspected  or  re-inspected  during  the  year,  as  shewn 
by  the  Summary  of  his  Report  which  is  appended.  He  has  been 
enabled  to  carry  out  the  increased  amount  of  inspection  owing  to 
the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Details  as  to  the  defects  found  are  included  in  the  In¬ 
spector’s  Summary. 

In  cases  of  serious  defects,  or  when  there  is  difficulty  in 
getting  them  remedied,  I  re-visit  with  the  Inspector. 

-  V. 

Special  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  that  most  important 
sanitary  requirement — the  paving  of  back  yards.  No  less  than  88 
were  thus  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses. 

A  circular  was  received  from  the  Local  G-overnment  Board 
dealing  with  the  humane  slaughtering  of  animals.  Copies  were 
sent  to  the  various  butchers  and  their  opinions  invited  thereon. 
The  Veterinary  Inspector  was  also  instructed  to  report  on  the 
existing  method  of  slaughtering.  Bye-laws  as  suggested  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  were  adopted  in  September,  the  chief 
requirements  of  which  are  that  no  person  shall  proceed  to 
slaughter  any  bull,  ox,  cow,  heifer,  steer,  calf,  or  pig  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  effectually  stunned,  and  that  no  occupier  of 
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a  slaughter-house  shall  cause  or  allow  any  animal  to  be  slaughtered 
or  its  carcase  to  be  dressed  after  slaughter  within  the  view  of  any 
other  animal. 

The  penalty  for  offending  against  these  Bye-laws  is  Five 
Pounds. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  a  public  slaughter-house — 
which  was  considered  a  few  years  ago — was  again  before  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  who  instructed  the  Surveyor  to  report  as  to 
the  cost.  He  reported  that  the  cost  would  not  be  less  than  £4,000, 
and  that  the  most  suitable  site  would  be  near  the  Gas  Works.  In 
addition  to  the  slaughter-house,  proper  provision  would  have  to  be 
made  for  lairs  and  pens  and  also  for  a  Superintendent’s  house. 
Owing  to  the  very  scattered  areas  of  population  within  the  Parish 
the  Surveyor  did  not  think  a  public  slaughter-house  would  be 
much  used,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  very  few  animals 
were  killed  within  the  district,  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  Woking 
being  so  near  the  London  Markets. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  in  the  absence  of  powers  to 
compel  owners  of  registered  slaughter-houses  to  use  the  public 
slaughter-house  where  provided,  the  Committee  considered  that 
one  was  not  necessary  in  the  district. 

Nuisances. 

The  insanitary  pond  on  Horsell  Common  will,  as  already 
mentioned,  be  filled  up. 

A  roadside  pond  at  Westfield,  into  which  refuse  was  thrown,  was 
cleaned  out  by  the  Council. 

Complaints  were  received  from  a  resident  living  near,  as  to  an 
alleged  nuisance  arising  from  the  deposit  of  refuse  in  the  Recreation 
Ground.  I  kept  the  tip  under  close  observation  during  the  summer 
months,  and  although,  as  previously  reported  in  writing  and  verbally 
to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  filling  up  of  wet 
places  with  house  refuse  is  not  a  desirable  proceeding,  f  found  that 
all  practicable  means  were  taken  to  cover  up  the  refuse  with  earth  as 
soon  as  it  was  possible  for  the  man  who  is  always  on  the  tip  to  do 
so.  The  part  already  covered  has  been  planted  with  grass. 

Fish  Frying. 

Complaints  were  received  as  to  the  smell  arising  from  a  fish 
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frying  shop  at  St.  John’s.  I  paid  numerous  visits  during  the  year,  and 
recommended  the  provision  of  a  proper  apparatus  with  hood  and  a 
chimney  shaft.  These  means  have  abated  the  nuisance  to  a  great  extent, 
but  there  is  always  some  amount  of  unpleasant  smell  arising  from  these 
businesses.  A  good  deal  depends  upon  the  use  of  fresh  and  good 
quality  oil,  and  also  on  the  cleanliness  of  the  pans  as  well  as  on  their 
construction. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

An  application  was  received  in  respect  of  an  existing  dwelling 
for  registration  as  a  common  lodging  house  for  eighteen  persons.  After 
our  requirements  as  to  increased  lighting  and  ventilation  for  the 
cubicles,  and  the  provision  of  additional  washing  accommodation  were 
complied  with,  the  place — which  is  the  only  one  in  the  district — was 
registered. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Most  of  the  sanitary  provisions  of  this  Act  (which  is  an  adoptive 
Act)  were  adopted  by  the  Council,  but  the  final  assent  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  not  been  obtained  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Act  contains  many  of  the  provisions  which  some  large 
towns  have  secured  by  means  of  special  Acts  of  Parliament,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875  and  1890. 

Schools. 

At  least  40  visits  were  paid  by  me  to  the  different  Elementary 
Schools  during  the  year,  chiefly  in  connection  with  infectious  disease, 
notifiable  and  non-notifiable. 

An  epidemic  of  German  Measles  affected  several  of  the  schools, 
and  many  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  at  Woking  Village. 

The  following  schools  had  to  be  closed  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease  : — 

Westfield,  Jan.  13-27  ...  German  Measles 

Goldsworth  Infants,  Mar.  27- April  15  „ 

Church  St.  Infants,  June  16-July  29  Whooping  Cough 

Bathing  Place. 

It  was  proposed  during  the  year  to  form  a  bathing  place  in  the 
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stream  that  runs  through  the  Recreation  Ground,  by  widening  and 
excavating  the  bed  of  the  stream  at  a  certain  point.  I  was  ultimately 
consulted  on  the  matter,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  an 
undesirable  project  for  at  least  three  reasons,  one  being  the  fact  that  the 
stream  takes  the  surface  drainage  of  the  valley  with  its  farmhouses  and 
dwellings,  and  would  after  heavy  rain  therefore  become  fouled  ;  another 
that  the  surface  water  drain  from  the  Mount  Hermon  and  Star  Hill 
districts  entered  the  stream  just  above  the  proposed  bathing  place,  and 
the  third  that  the  drainage  from  the  adjacent  refuse  tip  in  the 
Recreation  Ground  would  in  the  future  be  liable  to  pollute  the  stream. 


Four  samples  were  sent  to  Dr.  Rideal  for  analysis,  one  from  a 
hole  dug  in  the  low  lying  ground  between  the  stream  and  the  refuse 
tip,  one  from  the  stream  in  dry  weather,  one  after  heavy  rain,  and  one 
from  the  stream  above  the  entrance  of  the  surface  water  drain,  also 
taken  after  heavy  rain.  The  first  was  reported  as  satisfactory,  but 
there  was  indication  of  previous  contamination  pointing  to  the  possibility 
of  drainage  from  the  refuse  tip  passing  as  far  as  the  trial  hole  towards 
the  proposed  site  of  the  swimming  bath. 

The  dry  weather  sample  from  the  stream  was  considered 
satisfactory,  but  the  others  taken  after  rain  were  in  the  one  case  four  or 
five  times  more  polluted,  and  in  the  one  taken  below  the  entrance  of 
the  surface  water  drain  twenty  times  more  polluted.  The  chemical 
results  also  shewed  that  the  surface  water  drain  added  considerably  to 
the  pollution  of  the  river,  so  that  it  would  be  desirable  either  to  purify 
or  exclude  this  from  the  swimming  bath  if  possible. 

Dr.  Rideal  was  unable  to  express  a  definite  opinion  as  to  the 
suitability  of  the  water  from  the  analytical  results,  but  stated  that  it 
would  depend  on  the  rate  of  flow  of  the  water  in  dry  weather. 

Parts  of  the  stream  in  question  have  always  been  used  by  boys 
for  bathing,  without,  it  is  stated,  harm  resulting.  A  high  standard 
however  should  be  taken  when  a  health  authority  proposes  to  legitimise 
a  practice  which  must  obviously  have  some  amount  of  risk  attached  to 
it.  A  stream  more  or  less  polluted  with  washings  of  farm  yards, 
manured  fields, .  and  streets,  and  hence  containing  numbers  of  excremen- 
tal  organisms,  is  on  the  face  of  it  not  a  desirable  place  to  bathe  in,  at 
any  rate  without  the  previous  filtration  which  I  considered  essential.  ’ 


The  water  in  the  stream  even  after  rain  was  better  in  quality 
chemically  than  a  sewage  effluent  that  would  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
Thames  or  its  tributaries.  It  is,  however,  a  misconception  to  assume 
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that  the  stream  is  therefore  purer  than  those  rivers.  Thames  water  is 
far  more  pure  than  the  sewage  affluents  that  are  allowed  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy  to  enter  it.  In  considering  the  amount  of  pollution  that 
may  be  permitted  to  enter  any  stream,  regard  is  had,  not  only  to  the 
composition  of  the  effluent,  but  also  to  the  volume  of  the  river,  i.e.,  to 
the  amount  of  dilution  the  effluent  will  undergo. 

The  proposed  bath  would  necessarily  only  be  used  during  the 
summer  months,  and  although  an  open-air  swimming  bath  is  more 
bracing  than  a  covered  one,  still  on  the  whole  a  covered  bath  in  the 
town,  with  attached  hot  baths,  &c.,  would  be  available  all  the  year 
round,  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  calculated  to  promote  the 
public  health. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant. 

A  useful  and  necessary  step  was  taken  during  the  year  by  the 
appointment  of  an  Assistant  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Mr.  H. 
Taphouse,  who  was  appointed  in  March,  has  performed  his  duties  in  a 
very  creditable  manner,  and  he  has  recently  obtained  the  Certificate  of 
the  Sanitary  Institute. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  W.  C.  PIERCE. 


Dene  Lodge, 

London  Road,  Guildford. 


February,  1908. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

Mr.  Horncastle,  of  Lindisaye,  Horsell,  has  again  very  kindly 

contributed  this  section. 


Meteorological  Observations  at  “Lindisaye,”  Horsell, 

for  1908. 

Rainfall.  Rain  (including  0.64  inches  of  snow)  fell  on  152 
days,  equal  to  23.49  inches — being  0.41  inches  less  than  the  average  of 
the  last  15  years.  The  heaviest  monthly  fall  was  2.98  inches  in  April. 
The  greatest  daily  fall  was  1.54  inches  on  January  7th.  The  driest 
month  was  November,  with  a  fall  of  0.60  inches. 


Snow  fell  on  February  28th,  29th,  March  1st,  2nd,  4th,  April 
19th,  20th,  23rd,  24th,  25th,  26th,  December  27th,  28th,  and  29th. 


Sleet  fell  on  February  28th,  March  1st,  and  April  25th. 


23rd. 


Hail  fell  on  January  8th,  February  28th,  April  25th,  and  May 


Thunderstorms  occurred  on  April  3rd,  May  13th,  June  1st, 
3rd,  4th,  July  14th,  and  September  2nd. 

Fogs  occurred  on  January  18th,  21st,  22nd,  23rd,  24th,  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 3th,  October  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  15th,  30th,  November  5th 
and  9th. 


High  Winds.  Fairly  high  winds  came  on  February  22nd, 
24th,  March  5th,  April  25th,  September  9th,  and  November  23rd. 

Barometric  Pressure.  The  readings  (corrected  and  reduced)  of 
Barometer  were  : — Highest ,  30.70  inches  on  February  6th  ;  Lowest , 
28.83  inches  on  December  11th.  The  mean  of  daily  readings  (at  9 
a.m.  and  9  p.m.)  for  the  year,  29.98  inches ;  the  daily  mean  for  the 
last  15  years  being  29.90  inches. 


Temperature  (Shade).  The  maximum  reading  of  Thermo¬ 
meter  was  84.00°  on  July  3rd,  and  the  mean  of  maximum  readings  for 
year,  56.89°.  The  minimum  reading  was  7.00°  on  December  29th; 
the  mean  of  minimum  readings  for  year,  41.54°.  The  mean  temper¬ 
ature  for  year  was  49.63°,  the  average  for  the  last  15  years  being 
49.94°. 


Jan.  1.81 
Feb.  0.89 
Mar.  2.91 


Rainfall  for  1908. 


April  2.98 
May  1 . 62 
June  1.35 
Total 


July  1.90 
Aug.  2.95 
Sept.  1.51 
23.49. 


Oct.  2.61 
Nov.  0.60 
Dec.  2.36 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  11,735.  Total  population  at  all  ages  18,349  (including 
Public  Institutions.)  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,223.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5  0  (excluding  Public 
Institutions)  ;  at  Census  of  1901.  *  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

f  Exclusive  of  population  of  Brookwood  Asylum  (about  1,500)  and  Inkerman  Barracks  (about  1,000). 
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The  Station  Ward  was  divided  as  from  the  1st  April,  1908,  into  three  Wards  as  follows 

Ward.  Areas.  Houses  Population  Rateable  Value, 

Maybury  and  Mount  Hermon  , .  503  522  ..  2600  ..  £22528. 

Chertsey  Road  se  ..  115  ..  859  ..  4200  ..  £16566. 

Goldsworth  . .  . .  143£  ..  705  3550  ..  £11818, 
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TABLE  II — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 
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Isolation  Hospital.  Woodbridge  Hospital,  Guildford  (Guildford,  Godaiming  and  Woking  Joint  Hospital  Board). 
Total  available  beds,  60.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3. 


TABLE  IY.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1908. 
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TABLE  Y. — Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Ag 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  Year. 

o 

CO  ^  H  O  M  H*  CN  |H  HCOIO  GO 

YjH 

•sqiuopj 

zl-ll 

CO 

^  ^  CO 

•sqinopj 

OI-6 

■-1 

rH 

j  'SIRUOH 
6-8 

•sqqn°i\r  R 

8-Z  1 

rH 

rH 

•s^nopi  !„ 

1-9 

rH  Oa 

•sqinoW  1^ 

9-0 

1-1  r-t  oa 

•sq;noj,\[ 

9-f 

50  |  ^  t-l  <N  i-H  CO 

•sqiuojy 

f-?. 

°  j  «  ^  <n  j0 

•sqiuoj^r  ! 
Q-7 

GO  1 

rH  f-H  r— 1  rH 

|  sq}uo]\i 
Z-l 

o  j 

o.  - “ 

r-lr-t  IQ 

TYOJM  I 
.qpunxoq  - 

50  ~  >”H  oa  — j  CO  >o 

■s^AV  |  _  ~" 

:  1  _ 

•sqooAl 

8“S 

CO 

- _  __ _ _  ■  1 

’s5I"Ai 

z-i 

co 

1—1  r_ 1  CO 

1 

QP11! 

<N  T- 

"  1 

© 

§  ^  £ 

I)istn<  t  of  Y  clung.  -Births  m  the  year,  579.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  209.  Population,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1938.  21,750 . 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  and  illegitimate  infants,  46. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Department, 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 

Mumber  of  Premises  inspected  and  re-inspected,  either  with 

respect  to  the  condition  of  the  drainage  or 
general  sanitary  circumstances  ...  ...  3816 

„  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  442 

„  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  35 

„  Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  as  the  result  of 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  624 

Dwellings. 

Number  of  filthy  houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed...  ...  125 

„  Rooms  provided  with  additional  means  of  light  and 

ventilation  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  Houses  at  which  repairs  to  plastering,  brickwork, 

floors  or  woodwork  have  been  carried  out  ...  36 

„  Defective  roofs  made  watertight  ...  ...  18 

„  Houses  provided  with  eaves  and  downspouts  or  the 

existing  spouting  repaired  ...  ...  48 

,,  Houses  where  overcrowding  was  abated  after  notices  8 

Drainage. 

Number  of  Premises  provided  with  proper  means  of  drainage  ...  18 

„  Yard  drains  found  obstructed,  opened  and  cleansed  96 

,,  Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  123 

Water-closets,  Privies,  and  Ashpits. 

Number  of  Additional  privies  provided  ...  ...  3 

,,  Defective  privies  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  33 

,,  Choked  water-closets  opened  and  cleansed  ...  30 

Yards  and  Open  Spaces  in  connection 
with  Dwelling-houses. 

Dirty  condition  of  back  yards  to  cleanse  ...  ...  119 

Yards  and  side  passages  that  were  found  defective  and  afterwards 

made  good  with  gravel  or  other  suitable  material  ...  5 


Back  yards  paved  with  concrete  or  paving  bricks  ... 
Number  of  Sanitary  Dust  Bins  provided 


•  •  • 


Keeping  of  Animals,  &c. 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  Swine,  Fowls,  and  other 
animals  abated  ... 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  accumulation  of  refuse,  manure,  or 
offensive  matter  ... 

Number  of  receptacles  provided  for  manure 


Disinfection. 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
and  Phthisis 

Water  Supply. 

Number  of  New  houses  certified  for  occupation  under  the  Public 

Health  Water  Act,  1878 

„  Houses  to  which  the  water  was  laid  on  from  the 
Company’s  mains 
„  Wells  reconstructed 

„  Wells  cleansed... 

,,  New  wells  constructed 

„  Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Notices  to  Limewash  cowsheds 
„  Repair  defective  floors 

„  Repair  or  provide  additional  drainage  ... 

„  Repair  defective  roofs 

„  Remove  accumulations 

„  Remedy  want  of  general  cleanliness 


Workshops,  including  Bakehouses. 

Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

„  Visits  paid  during  the  year... 

„  Notices  to  limewash  workshops 

„  „  provide  additional  W.C.  accommodation 

„  „  remedy  various  sanitary  defects 
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Slaughterhouses. 

Number  of  notices  to  remedy  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tent  and  Van  Dwellers. 

Number  of  notices  to  remove  accumulations  or  cleanse  the 

surroundings  of  the  tents  and  vans  ...  ...  20 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Number  of  notices  to  cease  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from 

chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Joseph  H.  Ablett,  Assoc.  San.  Inst.,  D.  Hyg., 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


